ADOPTING A RESCUE DOG

Modified from: http://idog.biz/IDOGRRR/IDOGRRRAboutRescueDogs.html

Are you ready for a rescue dog?

· Do you have some extra time to devote to the dog as he first arrives?

· Do you have a secure fenced yard or are prepared for lots of walks?

· Do you understand that your new dog is an indoor dog and should not be left outside unattended for long periods of time?

· Do you have a total commitment by ALL members of your family?

· Do you have a support network to help you get through the tough times?

· Do you have the flexibility to change how you help the dog if what you are doing isn’t working?

· Do you have patience to let the dog adjust on their terms/timeframe and not yours? 

Expect:

· You will have potty accidents (even with adult house trained dogs) and you will have to either train or remind the dog to potty outside.

· You will need to enroll into a training class once the dog becomes adjusted to his new home.

· If you already have a dog, do not expect the rescue dog to be like your current dog. Different breeding, different life experiences, different temperaments create different dogs.

· Expect to adjust your life at least for a while to help the dog adjust to the new home.

· Expect to keep very close attention to the dog for a while.

· Expect to have 100% supervision of children while around the dog.

· Expect that it will take some time for the dog to learn to fit into your family and learn to associate with other pets in the home.

· If the dog is highly submissive, frightened or fearful training will need to be much slower and approach to situations will need to modified. 

Rehome/Rescue Tip:

It takes at least 2 weeks before a rehomed or rescued dog to become more relaxed and start to behave in his usual ways. If the dog has had no training or has a history of poor behavior, those first 2 weeks will be important to teach him the right ways to behave so that when he does start relax he now has an understanding of what is expected. Those two weeks are a window of time that can be very valuable to getting the dog on the right track for the rest of his life.

